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Carter aides stress need

for standby

By Ed Pope
Staff Writer
Two a:dte:hle.o President cm-
er brough message to San-
ta Clara County Friday that
any “equitable and- sensible”
national policy must in-
clude a by gasoline ra-
tioning program.

- Both Anne Wexler,
assistant to Carter, and ¢
Warren, the president’s chief
counsel for environmental
quality, cited the need for such
a measure.

Their statements, including
Ms. Wexler's admonition that
‘“no policy can be successful
unless we get your support,”
were obvious pleas for support
for rationing.

Ms. Wexler, who was deputy
undersecretary of commerce
and appointed to her"
job May 1, noted that
initial program was turned
down by Congress, “but we will
go back to Congress.soon with
another plan,” she reported.

Ms. Wexler visited'the coun-
ty on the invitation of Dom
Cortese, chairman of the coun-

"

ty board of supervisors, to -

meet with su and rep-
resentatives of business, labor .
and the petroleum industry. - :

“We were frightened by the
sudden impact of the gasoline
shortage in May and its
tial adverse effect on business

- and industry in Santa Clara
County,” commented Peter
Giles, president of the Santa
Clara County Manufacturing
Group. “We were puz-
zled when it blew over and
shifted to.the East. What kind

of contingen lan exists to
offset that k of situation
should it return?” he asked. -

H&Weﬂera-adhimthlt.

a task force of

and White House

working on the problem. She

said the administration views

this as a “good chance to get
rationing.”
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Warren echoed that need. He
added that, “We have to devel-
op an early-warning
MIIdlngathrhm
cast of crude supplies.”

He said he believes thé odd-
, | éven rationing system‘Snd the
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oil could boomerang with
the United States losing
wputmtofrtsmxde

ltate’s emergency fuel supply
will enable consumers to make
the necessary adjustment.
“California motorists have al-
ready dramatically reduced
their driving,” he noted.

A lot will depend, he said, on
continued conservation and
. how Californians react to "rosy
' statements” that have been
made lately about the future

" availability of gasoline.

“If people go back to their
old driving habits, they will
find themselves back in long
lines at the pumps.”

He warned also that a radi-

cal drop in supply would re-’
rationing.

. quire mandatory

Cortese brought up the sub-

of the United States’ clout

the international ¢ommunity
and the now- lar concept of
exchanging “food for crude.”

But Ms.' Wll;xler dismissed
-such proposals as ‘‘not possi-
bile — but beyond that, the
United States j'ust doetn't oper-
ate that way.”

“There is enough dhruption
In ‘the energy system,” she as-
serted, “we do not want to dis-
rupt the agricultural industry.

exports are higher
ever,” she said, “and. are

_Be -added ’ that *oil has
grunr n!uo in m ground
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than in automobile engines, for
use as fertilizer to enrich the
soil of a world that in the next
two decades will have 2% bil-
lion more Jnople to feed. If I
ser to OPEC, I'd
have to counsel them to leave
it in the ground,” he said.
Warren provided the only
levity in an otherwise grim re-

- port whepn he was asked by Su-

pervisor Rod Diridon to com-
inent on a pro county or-
dinance requiring solar hot
. water heating in new construc-
tic;: and homes that are re-
S0

“Let me see if I understand
this,” said Warren, tongue-in-
cheek. “You are asking me to
comment on the wisdom of an
ordinance that the board of su-
pervisors will vote on Monday

To the ensuing roar of laugh-
ter, Warren commented, “The
only energy source that is
going down in cost is solar. It
is still not quite economic for
most installations, but it un-
doubtedly will be soon.”

Warren, a former assembly-
man from Beverly Hills, then
noted that California accounts
for 45 percent of all solar units
sold in the United States, “and
that is something of which we
can all be proud. I think I will
_content myself with that an-
swer,” be concluded.

In a briefing on the status of
, the energy crisis, Warren made
these. points:

v At the energy summit in
Tokyo, Carter pledged this
country will limit its oil im-

by 1985 to no more than

’ ’ t imported in 1977. That was
. 8.7 million barrels a day. The

import figures for 1978 and so
far in 1979, he said, are 8.1 and
8.4 million barrels.
v According to the Central
Intelligence Afency. the known
petroleum re-
serves in the world are 1.4 tril-
lion barrels. ““At our current
rate of consumption, we will
exhlust those reserves in 38
years."
» US. oll nies are ac-
prices for
er countries
than they are from OPEC. The



