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Ron Gonzales

AN Jose Mayor Ron Gonzales’ annual State of the

City gathering was, as has become the custom, a

community celebration, with Congress members on
hand or on video to add political heft, and civic awards -

handed out by the dozens.

It was a feel-good event. Gonzales’ speech was hyperboli-
cally upbeat, in stark contrast with the more somber, prob-
lem-oriented State of the County address by Supervisor

Jim Beall a day earlier.

“The state of the city is spectacular;” Gonzales declared
in his speech Thursday at the convention center. “San Jose
has momentum! We're on a roll, baby!”

Some of the bragging was justi-

gc:.;!_ The mayor l-iailed additions to
housing supply:

Construction started on
1,000 new homes in or
reasonably near down-
town; building permits
issued for 4,500 new
homes mtyvnde actual
and p

housing, and new of-
fices and hotels under
way in the city’s center.
At the neighborhood level — and
mostvobershvemunenexghboﬂmod
or another, so this is meat and

toes politics — the mayor ded
homework centers and graffiti re-
moval and a citizen service call cen-
ter. He talked about crime preven-
tion, calling San Jose “the safest big
utymAmmca”—butnegiectmgto
mention that in January the city had
more fire deaths than in all of last

year.
While Gonzales focused on ac-
compliskments both actual and
claimed, Beall devoted most of his
comrhents to problems imperili
the county and its cities, including
San Jose. These included what he’
called the crisis of housing afford-
ability, the energy shortage, and
needs for preventive health pro-
grams, dn.:g treatment and remov-

stigmas.
m%tmsmtqmtedearhﬂwﬂeaﬂ
upecisthemmtylomc:msethe

ail%i,asd lopment de-
c:s:onsam madeby -

cities, buthesotmdedast}mughhe
would like to alter that. “We need to
“rethink the county’s past role and
make changes.” .
His call for county government to

A
robelder

conserve electricity in its 157 build-
ings was clearly practical; the sug-
gestion that all the pow-
er needed in Santa
Clara County be gener-
ated here seemed more
far-fetched.
But ringing calls for
creation are
in vogue. "Never
again will we allow out-
" of-state generators to
turn off our lights,” Gov.
Gray Davis said in his
State of the Sta]:,?eech “I'believe
Silicon Valley should becorne more
?clﬁo!?d. self-sufficient,” Gonzales

T]fea r has taken consider-'

able heat for opposing construction
of a Calpine generating plant in San
Jose, and as to offset this, he

“The San Jose Smart Energy Plan”
(Could the title have been prompted
by a recent Mercury News editorial
ﬁﬂﬁﬂ;}«a&]pmdecmon

It sounded as though Gonzales
wiﬂaweptpmfrmzedlmﬂs mSm.]a!ﬂb
green” P! in ose’s in-
dustnaf,mrtoservecompansm
hkeCtsce,whi]emshmgognonoﬂxer
cities the big generating plants that
supply electricity for homes in San
Jose. Watch for this to be offered as
a “regional” plan.

'hgvtgson subject of downtown

mayor was most selectively

ry: “Last year I said
H)atdawntownmhot.ﬂnsy&r

it's sizzling!” he proclaimed. As evi-

dence.heatedmafwmentwlnda
will bring a nightelub to San Jose
(witha pubhcsubmﬂy)andhaﬂed
yet another large redevelopment
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A tale of two ‘states’

To Mayor Gonzales, city is in great shape; in Supervisor Beall's reality; county faces problems  smeeai
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Graffiti vanishes quickly in San Jose these days ... Andsododowrrtownpaﬂungspots
contract with yet another large real mdoubted}ywillaﬂ'ectSanJoset}us braries and parks, and to extend
estate developer; if it sounds famil- }\:;ar "We have a strong econo BART to San Jose. “We listened. We
iar, it’s because it is, and who knows, said. “And as the capital of Sili con responded. And we delivered” he
maybe this time it will work. But Valley,SanJoselsanessenualloca- said, talking about “what we have
meanwhile, even with one new tion for high tech.” donefortraﬁcmhei; as though de-
under construction and oth- Well, yes. But both Adobe Sys- liverance from congestion already
ed near the proposed new tema,ﬂaemngiela:getechnolog}' were at hand, rather thian a decade
c:ty the downtown core still has presence downtown, and Cisco Sys- hence. - T -
an acute of parking. tems, which Gonzales is counting on To be sure, Gonzales was the first
Granted, downtown is a glass half to anchor development of Coyote mayor to develop a concrete vision
full/half empty, and I can’t fault a Valley, have recently lowered their of BART to San Jose, and while he
mnynrfnrboostmgb:scﬂ.yS@nﬁ- earnings forecasts, and could, if that played no visible major role in pass-
cant privately development contmua,cutbackon lanned ex- ing the tax to finance it, he deserves
of major new ings is in pro- pansions. Cisco is San Jose's largest considerable credit for persuading
gress, r renovations of two his- employer. Any retrenchment there Gov. Davis to add millions of state
- toric theaters, the Jose and Fox, wili could affect San Jose as profoundly budget dollars, The mayor also
hEﬁm:;f}:l with city money, iars‘aul..oc1s.'}nesd’sdm.:ﬂ:».acksc:)ncehrf.the raised mul%: uft}wmoneyforme
partly with private funds, ey. And a deepening economic park and library campaigns.
city will build and share a major new downturn almost certainly would What applies there also affects
with San Jose State. putapallondownwwnmdevelop- any assessment of his performance
But I thought it odd that Gonzales in general. He has been fortunate to
did not even mention the proposed Id!dnota(pectdoemand%loom hold the office during flush times,
new downtown City Hall, which will from the mayor. But it would and it is impossible to know precise-
cost more than $100 million more been nice to get some hint that he " ly what to credit to his skill and what
than first estimated, thanks largely sees a connection between the econ- toagoodewnomyUnforhmale]ylf
to redesigns the mayor wanted. onXgandthecxty we're now in a downturn of any du-
It seemed odder still that Gonza- though they were accompllsh— ration, we may have a better oppor-
les took no note whatsoever of the ments of his administration, Gonza- tunity to find out. -
current downturns in the national i les took credit for voter decisions in
ecommyingena'alandteclmg{:ﬁr | the last election to create an urban Rob Elder is editor of the Mercury
profits in particular, although ! growth boundary, to build more li- News.
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