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HAT an incredible
success the Chil-
dren’s Health Initia-

. tive is turning out to be, Its

. goal ,

is ambitious: making

. Santa Clara County the first in

the nation to have health cov-

- erage for all its children. Yet

- today, little more than a year

since the idea was proposed,
e that goal -

Eh looks re-

Editorial marksbly at;

gl tainable,

. The opinion What g

. of the credit to the

| Mercury initiative’s vi-

' slonary spon-

News sors — Work-
‘ing  Partner-

ships  USA,

the local labor-affiliated re-
search group, and People Act-
ing in Community Together

+ (PACT), the faith-based neigh-
- borhood organizers. They not

. only sold Santa

Clara County
and San Jose on the idea, but

. they’re out on the street help-
. ing to make it happen.

Tuesday’s Mercury News

' story by Michelle Guido told

the compelling tale, More than
15,000 of the county’s 70,000
uninsured children have been

- enrolled in insurance plans
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since January, an astonishing
rate of about 100 each week.

day. This far exceeds the spon- . |..

sors’ most optimistic predic-
tions.

The initiative
posed as a San Joge program
to take advantage of revenue

from the nationa] tobacco law- |
suit settlement, The city’sun- |
reception =~ sent’' |

enthusiastic
the sponsors to the more re-
ceptive county — and it’s just

More than 15,000 of the county's
70,000 uninsured children have been
enrolled in insurance plans since
January, an astonishing rate of ahout

100 each weekday,

came on board, and the coun.
ty-wide program is far better.
Much of the funding goes
toward signing kids up for ex-
isting state and federal pro-
grams — Medi-Cal, for famj-
lies near the federal poverty
line, and Healthy Families, for
the working poor. In too much
of California, parents aren’t

first was pro-.

alth

-as well. San Jose eventually
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MARK WEBER

Here county workers and oth-
| ergroups, including PACT, get
r out the word. Like successful
| ‘outreach programs in Stock-
- ton and Shasta County, this

|
J
f
f
! aware of Healthy - Families,
|

low-income parents

who know about

Healthy Families

sign up for it.

The initiative stil]
faces major challeng-
es.

One is retention.
Some plans require
small premium pay-

ments, and families tend to let

them slide in lean times. Leg-
islation calling for Healthy

Families insurance premiums

to be deducted from ay-

checks would help, but that’s

Jjust in the talking stages.

Another challenge is sorting
out which ethnic or other
groups within the county may

e under-served by the out.
reach so far and toonii

one is proving that -

© Symptoms.
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them. st You 4
But the greatest challenge
is fundraising: About half the: 3
$14 million annual cost of the .
Program must come from pri--
vate sources.. Calpine ~and
Hewlett Packard are: early’ .
contributors, But the slowing’-
economy - will -make ' .money
harder to raise at the. same
time it leaves more children in’
need of help. . 2
There is no one'remedy for
the growing gap between rich

and poor in this county, so we
need to attack individual
The Housing
Trust of Santa Clara County,
noted here Tuesday, is tack-

ling affordable housing, The . |

hildren’s Health Initiative ig
an even more ambitious effort -
calling on government and the
private sector.

A healthy child does better
in school and has 2 better
chance of escaping poverty.
Community leaders in and out
of public office who've been,
part of this initiative should be . .
proud of what they’'ve accom-
plished — and of the example

they’re setting for the nation. [l
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